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cessantly, but as the heat of the summer comes on, 
in the mornings and evenings, when they perch on 
the topmost limbs, and make the groves ring with 
their full, mellow notes. They are supposed to sing 
" Kill 'em, Cure 'em," an admonition very suggestive 
to country doctors. 

With most birds very little individuality of voice 
is to be perceived, except between the young and old 
birds, but each Robin 
really has a voice of his 
own, of an individual 
quality ; and careful ob- 
servers can as readily 
know their own Robins 
by their songs, as 
they know their, own 
watch-dogs by their 
barkings. 

The Robins thrive and 
sing remarkably well in 
captivity, and seem to 
grow quite contented in 
their cages. To be suc- 
cessfully tamed, they 
must, however, be raised 
from the nest, and 
brought up by hand, from 
that early age at which 
they blindly open their 
mouths to be fed by any 
moving object — through 
the downy stage of 
being, when they are or- 
namented with plumes 
on their heads, to that of 

the first feathering, which dresses them in mottled 
feathers of gold and brown about the breast. 

Probably none of the other thrushes suffer so much 
in moulting as the Robins do ; perhaps because they 
change their feathers in the often exceedingly warm 
weather of early September. They frequently become 
nearly naked and wingless ; they lose their tails, and, 
being unable to steer very well, are drifted by the 
wind beyond where they wish to go, and have to 
make a ludicrous figure in bearing up again. The 
Robins are well beloved, and, in the nesting season, 
are carefully protected by the farmers ; but a stupid 
prejudice against them exists in some parts of the 
country, on account of their occasional plunderings 
of strawberry-beds, and their fondness for tasting the 
finest and ripest cherries. Those who share it, not 
only exaggerate the amount of damage done by them, 
but forget the great good they accomplish by exter- 
minating the thousands of grubs and destroying in- 
sects, which fall to the share of every one of them. 
How much more havoc these pests would do, if al- 
lowed to increase and multiply, does not seem to be 
taken into consideration. It ought surely to rejoice 
the hearts of the enemies of the Robins, to see the 
destruction made of them, each autumn, by the pot- 
hunters, who, not uncommonly, bag between fifty 
and a hundred each, during a day's shooting; but it 
saddens one who loves them, and detests grubs, and 
it ought to grieve the heart of every intelligent agri- 
culturist, as much as the birth of millions of insects, 
to witness the death of a single one of them ; for the 
loss of each bird grants an immunity, to revel at will 
on the fat of the land, to thousands of bugs yet un- 
born. 

Confiding and familiar as the Robins are in sum- 
mer time, they are observed to become excessively 
timorous and suspicious, as the season advances ; and 
it is, probably, by this change of disposition, that the 
race is preserved from entire extirpation, as few boys 
in the country have any compunctions of conscience 
against killing them, or much difficulty in procuring 
a sufficiently good "shooting iron" with which to 
slay them. 

With each other these birds are generally friendly 
and peaceable, but are distinguished bullies among 
the smaller and weaker species. They seem to take 
a special delight in appropriating materials from 
other nests for their own, and will despoil weaker 
birds' nests with the most insolent air imaginable. It 
is even whispered, that they will suck eggs, and de- 
vour newly-hatched birds ; but such instances prob- 
ably lack substantiation, and the impeachment may be 
but a vile slander, suggested by their known practice 
of stealing sticks. The Robin is a prime favorite, and 
it is to be doubted, if his misdeeds were to come to 
proof, whether they would shake the universal faith 
in him, in the sweetness of his disposition, or the 
gentleness of his manners. — Gilbert Bur/ine. 



THE ALDINE CHROMOS FOR 1873. 

Who does not remember those hideously daubed 
canvases, in elaborate frames, gorgeous with Dutch 
metal gilding, which used to be so much affected by 
people whose worldly prosperity had outstripped the 
development of cultivated taste ? As " oil paint- 
ings," they were witnesses to the wealth and impor- 
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tance of their possessors. In the social scale, they 
were a peg above the colored lithograph or steel en- 
graving, and were none the less prized, because in- 
variably offered for "the bare cost of the frames." 
But art taste has been so rapidly developed in Amer- 
ica, within the last few years, and the facility of pro- 
duction has so fairly kept pace with the demand for 
good pictures, that an occasional sight of a pair of 
these wonderful frames, standing disconsolately at 
some street corner, awaiting a purchaser, awakens a 
feeling of pity ; poor things, in their utter abandon- 
ment they are literally beneath contempt. Not even 
the street urchins deign to bestow a passing glance ; 
and the " dealer," who stands apathetically at hand, is 
evidently hardened by neglect, and has long since re- 
signed his attempts to create enthusiasm for his wares. 
With all their faults, these "pictures" had their 
origin in the universal craving for color, and bad 
color was tolerated only so long as good was out of 
the question. The perfection to which the process 
of chromo-lithographic printing has been brought, 
has closed the picture factories, and consigned their 
productions to the lumber-room. 

Many persons, who ought to know better, affect to 
despise chromos, as machine pictures, and express 
fear that their rapid multiplication will injure true 
art. How foolish and short-sighted ! 

The chromo has its place, as an educator of public 
taste. As people rise in the world, some will always 
feel the desire to display the accessories of superior 
wealth and taste. The possession'of originals will be 
eagerly coveted by thousands who drew their first 
ideas of art from the chromo. Where formerly cus- 
tomers were sought, and the artist was patronized, he 
will have the advantage of a vastly increased compe- 
tition for his works ; and, in the independence of the 
painter, every lover of art will recognize its brightest 
hope. Chromos will injure painting, just as the sew- 
ing machine injured sewing, and Prang, as the first 
successful chromo printer in America, deserves the 
gratitude of artists, just as Howe deserves the grati- 
tude of sewing women. 

The Aldine was the first periodical to introduce 
the chromo as a premium for subscribers; and their 
universal adoption by other periodicals is an evidence 
of the popularity of the innovation. The advantage of, 
and objection to, the chromo, as a premium, consist in 
the great difference between the cost of production, 
in large quantities, and the usual selling rate, at retail. 
Subscribers are pleased to receive for their money, in 
addition to a favorite periodical, a gift that they feel 
they cannot match in the regular way for the whole 
sum paid. It is reaping where they have not sown — 
killing two birds with one stone. The objection is, 
that, should a failure result, from any cause beyond 
the control of the publisher, there is nothing else 
that would compensate his subscribers. 
The publishers of The Aldine have possessed 



from the first, every facility to produce, in their own 
establishment on their own presses, the 'chromos 
promised to their subscribers. No other periodical 
in the world has this advantage. Where an unprece- 
dented edition is required, of articles of such slow 
production, as chromo-lithographs, delays and disap- 
pointments are certain ; and, at a low contract rate.it 
is not to the interest of an outsider, to incur extraor- 
dinary expense, to main- 
tain the quality of the 
work or keep pace with 
an unexpected demand. 

While other publish- 
ers have been impru- 
dently compromising 
themselves, before the 
public, by promising, 
positively, what they 
might not be able to 
control, the publishers of 
The Aldine have been 
making arrangements for 
the rapid and perfect 
production, in their own 
place, "of all that they in- 
tended to promise. Not 
until these preparations 
were fully completed and 
tested, have they allowed 
the slightest reference to 
the subject. 

Feeling that it is not 
that which is promised, 
but rather that which is 
given, which adds to the 
popularity of a periodical, they have determined to 
avail themselves of their superior facilities to pro- 
duce for their subscribers pictures, at present, en- 
tirely beyond the reach of. other publishers. They 
have selected two of the most costly and beautiful 
figure chromos, representing, respectively, the high- 
est attainments of the foremost English and German 
establishments ; and, although these pictures were 
selling at $30 for the pair, they have determined to 
give them free to every yearly subscriber to 
The Aldine for 1873. 

To indicate the nature of the subjects, we give 
above as faithful representations as can be given in 
black and white, on so small a scale. The chromos 
themselves are 14 x 20 inches, and are each printed 
from twenty-five plates, requiring an impression and 
different tint for every plate. 

Preparations have been made for an enormous call 
for these pictures, and machinery is now engaged 
upon their production, capable of completing, before 
July next, 250,000 pictures. Every process is per- 
formed on the premises, and under the immediate 
supervision and control of the publishers. Thus the 
public have a guarantee that no care or expense will 
be spared to meet promptly any increased demand. 
Every precaution, suggested by actual experience, 
acquired in the production of the largest editions of 
chromos ever printed in America, has been taken ; 
difficulties have all been considered and mastered, a 
large edition has been already completed, and a sec- 
ond is now well under way. 

These plates are not printed by the ordinary litho- 
graphic process, from surface transfers, but are en- 
graved in relief on hard metal, so that each impres- 
sion, and each edition is an ever improvement on its 
predecessors. Those who have been, annoyed, after 
long delay, by receiving imperfect impressions, from 
worn out stones, will appreciate this very important 
advantage ; and as the process by which The Aldine 
chromos are produced is by nature rapid, no obsta- 
cles will be encountered by forcing it, for demands it 
was never calculated to meet. The uniform excel- 
lence of the work, and superior brightness and deli- 
cacy of the tint, speak for themselves. 

It will.be admitted, by all who examine The Aldine 
premium chromos for 1873, that the taste and enter- 
prise of the publishers has given them a rank, for 
this year at least, beyond thought of competition ; 
and this satisfaction will not be lessened with our 
thoughtful friends, by the information, that, nothing 
has been risked to obtain this lead which would in 
the least compromise the financial success. Owing 
to the peculiar facilities enjoyed, these chromos will 
not be more expensive to The Aldine than those, 
so very far inferior, given by other publishers. 
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